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P 
Methodiſm diſplayed, N 


AND 


_ Enthuſiaſm Detected, &c. 


_ j XK XK HRISTIANITY is a pure, perfect, rational, 


X conliſtent Syſtem; it is a Revelation worthy the 
X CN God of Truth and Wiſdom to diſpence; its Doc- 
= K trines have a direct Tendency to moralize the 

. M NN M Powers and Faculties, and to enoble and dignify 


the human Nature; it ſets its true Profeſſors free from ridiculous 


Abſurdities, and enthuſiaſtic Deluſions: For its divine Author 
taught no Doctrines, enjoined no Precepts, but ſuch as will bear 


the ſtricteſt Scrutiny, and muſt be owned, by every truly wiſe 


and judicious Perſon, to be well adapted and nicely calculated, at 


once to diſplay the Power and Mercy of God, as well as to enrich, 


conſolate and make happy the Mind of every true Chriſtian. 


But how an Inſtitution, thus wiſely deſigned, ordered and | 
eſtabliſhed, ſhould: be ſo greatly miſtaken, ſo unhappily per- 


verted, and ſo groſsly miſrepreſented, is no leſs ſurpriſing than 
true; and therefore how much to be deplored and lamented, But 
why is this? How. muſt we account for the many delufive 
Tenets and deſtructive Errors, which are induſtriouſly propagated 


by a Set of modern Teachers, and readily embraced by ſo man 


Profeſſors of Chriſtianity ? How? why, as the Papiſts miſtakenly 


aſſert Ignorance to be the Mother of Devotion, we may truly «4 


ſay, Ignorance is the Parent of Error, Folly and Deluſion. 
But to what kind of Ignorance may we aſcribe the Miſtakes of 


the Teachers, and the Folly of the People in being thus deceived ? 


Doubtleſs to an Ignorance of the Word of God, the holy Scrip- 
tures, which are the only ſure Guide, the beſt Standard, and the 
moſt 
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= moſt certain Criterion, whereby to diſcern Truth fi from Falſhood, 


Right from Wrong; but through Neglect of ſearching thoſe 
ſacred Pages, the poor People eaſily become a Prey to every 
ignorant enthuſiq lic Preacher that comes in*their Way; hence we 


ſee ſuch a plentiful Production of Novel Doctrines, and ſuch an 


abundant Fruitfulneſs of extravagant Follies and deſtructive 
Errors, which are ſo prevalent among us at this Day. 


Men, Brethren and Fathers, fee ye not what an Inundation 


of Error and Deluſion hath broken in upon us? Obſerve you not 
the Overflowings of Immorality and Vice, which, like a Tor- 


rent, is overſpreading our Land? Can you be unconcerned, + 


when the dreadful Effects, and baneful Conſequences are fo vi- 
ſible and evident? Alas! Virtue reclines her fainting Head. 5 
rality is almoſt baniſhed but in name. The golden Rule of do- 
ing to others as we would be done by, is neglected and diſregard- 


1. How few advert to the plain Reus of the Prophet, to 


juſtly, love Mercy, and walk humbly before the Lord? Surely it is 
too plain to be denied, the true Principles of the Goſpel are for- 
ſaken. Chri/tianity has loſt its powerful Influence upon its Pro- 


feſſors; and therefore the Practice of Morality and good Works is 


ſo much neglected, fo little attended to. O ye Miniſters, ye 
profeſſed Teachers and Inſtructors of Mankind, will not ye at- 
tempt to ſtem the rapid Torrent, which threatens to carry all 
before it? There is no Way left, but to retreat to the primi- 


tive Doctrines of the Goſpel, the eſtabliſhed Principles of the 
Reformation. Theſe, theſe conſtantly inſiſted on, and power- 


fully inculcated will, nay, theſe only can be attended with the 
happy Effects of reclaiming the People from Error, reQifying 
their Principles, and effectually producing Chriſtian Practices. 


As for you, my Brethren, Profeſſors of the ſame Goſpel, 


Jet me entreat and conjure you, if you would be true Prote- 
 Flants againſt the Fallacy and Deceit of the Church of Name, as 
you would deſire to be Proof againſt all Doctrines of Novelty, 
all erroneous Principles, all dangerous and deluſive Tenets ; 


would you- perceive and detect, ſo as to beware of deceiving 


Teachers, falſe Prophets, hypocritical and pretended Miniſters ; 
in one Word, are ye ſolicitous to come to the Knowledge of the 
Truth as it is in Jeſus, that ye may be laved?. SEARCH THE 
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SCRIPTURES ; make this your conſtant Practice; for be afſured” ye - 
are in the utmoſt Danger of being miſled and deceived, never more 
ſo than at preſent. On the one Hand, by the proud, ſelf-preſu- 
ming; god-reſiſting Infidel; on the other, by the credulous, un- 
ſcriptural, unmeaning Enthuſiaſt. While the former is an open 
Enemy to the Doctrines of the Goſpel, totally rejects every Arti- 
cle of the Chriſtian Faith, acts as far wide from the moralizing 
Precepts of the Goſpel as from Humility ; the latter, the Enthu- 
fraft, deceives himſelf and others by his meer pretences to Inſpira- 
tion; profeſſes to have received the Gifts of the Spirit, but gives 
no Evidences to aſcertain the Truth of it; makes ſolemn Declara- 
tions of being :wardly moved by the Holy Gbeſt to preach to you, 
and only pretends to pray to God for ſpiritual Operations, Influ- 
ences, and Impreſſions; when after all, *tis plain to the Eye of 
diſcerning Ræaſon, he means nothing but to make Gain of his 
Pretenſions to Godlineſs: for, contrary to his moſt ſolemn Pre- 
tenſions and Profeſſions, he utterly denies any true, real, in- 
ward Motion, Operation, and Influence of the Spirit: and hence 
do ſuch Miniſters bewilder, perplex and delude the Ignorant and 
Unwary, by teaching unſound, unſcriptural Doctrine. 

Take Heed to yourſelves. Beware of ſuch pretended Teach- 
ers; for you are liable to be led by ſuch into a Maze of anti- 
chriſtian Errors, and a Wilderneſs of unſcriptural Perplexities; 
ſo that your Danger, through their Means, may not eaſily be 
eſcaped, nor ever rectified. It is not a trifling Affair I am now 
addreſſing you about; but it is of the utmoſt Concern, and 
of the greateſt Importance: No leſs than your immortal Souls 
are at Stake, nothing leſs than an Eternity depends upon your 
being wiſe unto Salvation. For your Sakes, and in Regard to 
your Safety, ſuffer me here to lay before you the truly 
ſcriptural, orthodox Articles of the Eſtabliſhed Church of Eng- 
land, which as they are a kind of Epitome, or Abridgement of 
the Goſpel, I ſhall ſelect ſuch of them as may beſt ſerve our 
preſent Purpoſe, namely, to try and examine Doctrines and 
Teachers by, to detect Error and diſcover Truth. By theſe let 
us determine our Aﬀent to, or Dillent from ſuch Doctrines as 
are propoſed to us, and I am verily perſuaded, we ſhall eſcape 
Error, avoid Deluſion, and be freed from Miſtakes, 


Perhaps 


3 

Perhaps a fond Attatchment to our excellent Articles of the 
Eſtabliſnied Church (of which I am a Member) may influence me 
rather to fix on this Form of ſound Words, than any other of hu- 
man Compoſition ; be it ſo, I am (I think) herein juftified, foraſ- 

much as theſe Articles are ſupported by, and built upon the holy 
Scriptures. Therefore I am unconcerhed what our Modern 


Feachers and new-pretended Divines think or ſay of me; if they 


diflike, and are aſhamed of our Articles, I am not. For all our 
Chiiftian Biſhops, (God bleſs them !) and all our Church Par- 
ſons, (Lord have Mercy on them!) They all own them, and 


fubſeribe to them, ay and fweay to them too; and they are pub- 


liely printed in our Common-Prayer Books; for what Uſe think 
5 ye? but that we ſhould read them, know them, be inſtructed 
in them, and always abide by them. God grant, Brethren, 
that we may! For if we have any Knowledge and Experience 
of the great Truths they contain, vain will be all the artful At- 


tempts, ſubtle Defigns, and nefarious Stratagems of Men de- 


Kitute of the Truth, to miſlead, pervert, or delude us. 
I ſhall now lay the Articles before you, make ſome Strictures 
upon them, and draw ſome Applications from them as I go 
along; God give us a right Judgment! We begin with the 
Doctrine Of Original or Birth-Sin, Article IX. = 
Original Sin ſtandeth not in the following of Adum, (as the 


| << Pelagians do vainly talk) but it is the Fault and Corruption of I 


« the Nature of every Man that is gendered of the Offspring of 

* #Jam, whereby Man is far gone from Original ANN, 
ec and is of his own Nature inclined to Evil.” 

This the Pelagians of old denied, and this the et Pela- 


gians, who pretend to great Knowledge, while ignorant of them- 


felves, and Strangers to the Corruption and Depravity of their 
own Hearts, diſown. Though at the ſame Time they are ſtand- 
ing! Monuments of the Truth of this Doctrine, and whether 


believe or confeſs it or not, their outward Actions plain- 


Jy evince the inhering Power of Original Sin; their not ſeeing, 
not knowing, and not feeling it, is only one of the ſtrongeſt 
Proofs of their being under original Blindneſs and Inſenſibility. 
And yet many fuch as theſe truly ſet up for Guides and Teach- 

ers of others. Know them, Brethren: Diſcern' them you may, 


you | 
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you ought; ; and for your Soul's ſake avoid ſuch. 


Attend not 


to their ſweet Syrens Songs, leſt you are thereby lulled aſleep 


upon the Waves of Deſtruction. Take theſe Marks with you. 


Judge of their Doctrines by them: For our Articles plainly de- 
clare the miſerable State and Condition of Man, of every Man 


that is born into this World; Firſt, in the Loſs of original Righ - 
teouſneſs, or the Image of God; and Secondly, as poſſeſſed with 
a contrary Image; therefore is of his own Nature inclined to E- 
vil. Here behold the true Picture of the ſo-much-boaſted Digni- 


ty of human Nature! Thus is Man painted out by our Article; 
thus is Man deſcribed by the Oracles of Truth; and to this me- 


lancholy Account doth every true Chriſtian readily ſubſcribe, and 
every natural, unregenerate Man's Actions fully demonſtrate 
it. Ay, but, ſay our new Degors, and modern Teachers, this is 


too dark a Shade, too ſable a Dreſs, too degrading of the hu- 
man Nature; and therefore they tickle the Ears, pleaſe the Pride, 
and flatter the Vanity of the human Mind with their unedifying 
Jargon, unſcriptural Harangues, and falſe Encomiums on the Moral 


Rectitude, Virtue and Dignity of Man. But Brethren, would 
ye not avoid an unſkilful Ruack 1 in Surgery, who inſtead of ſearch- 


ing and probing a Wound, in order to procure the Soundneſs and 
Health of the Body, ſhould lightly heal and ſkin over the Parts 


aggrieved, while Putrefaction and Rottenneſs is at the Bottom, 


whereby the Life of the Patient is deſtroyed? So theſe Quacts in 


Divinity are much more to be dreaded, inaſmuch as the Life of 


the Soul is of infinitely more Value than that of the Body. 1 


have heard our true, ſtanch Church- Mini/ters diſtinguiſh theſe 
Flatterers of human Nature by the Appellations of feet Divines, 
druwny Doctors, and velvet-mouthed Preachers. Pretty and ſignifi - 

cant truly! St. Paul deſcribes ſuch, as thoſe who ſerve not 


the Lord Jeſus, but their own Bellies, and with fine Words and fair 


Speeches deceive the Hearts of the Simple: For as they don't preach 
agreeable to the Articles, ſo neither do they uſe Scripture Lan- 


guage, nor Apoſtolic Diction, in their Compoſitions, —our Ar- | 

ticle next declares, | 
c Therefore in every Perſon VA into the — it deſerves 

60 God 5 Wrath and Damnation. 
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i 
What a ternible harſh Phraſe is here? God's Wrath artd 
Da Ah, ſay our new fangled Teachers, our modern 
„ Divines, we are not fo uncharitable, to ſuppoſe any perſon in 
* the World deſerving of God's Wrath and Damnation. What 
« ſtrange, unpolite, uncouth Set of up were the en pero of 
4 theſe Articles |”? ee 
day you ſo? Pray let me obſerve, that however unfaſhionable 
this Doctrine may be thought by ſome, however obſolete and 
Harſh the Expreſſions may ſeem to others of our airy, faſhionable 
Preachers; Truth it is, it is the Doctrine of Scripture, and thoſe 
venerable Compilers ſpake as the Oracles of God. And is it not 
better, far better, for Sinners to hear and be made ſenſible of 
their Danger, and deſerving of God's Wrath and Damnation, ſo as to 
eſcape it now, by flying to Jeſus, the only Refuge for Sinners, 
than to be blinded by flattering Deceivers, till they fall a Sacri- 
fice to God's Wrath and Datiinatibe; in a dreadful Eternity 
hereafter? This you muſt aflent to, this you will not deny. 
But our Article farther declares, *+ This Infection of Nature 
doth remain, yea in them that are regenerated.” Regenerated, 
how? By Infant-Baptiſm only ? No, the Regenerate do not reft 
on the outward and viſible Sign, but are made Partakers of the 
inward and ſpiritual Grace al/o. By the quickning and purify = L © 
ing Operations of the Holy Spirit, a Principle of ſpiritual Life 
is implanted in them (and take this by the Way, without expe- 
riencing this; Infant-Baptiſm will not, cannot profit any Perſon 
to Salvation ) So that ſuch, and fuch only, are ſenſible of the 
different Lu/lings of the Flaſp, and of the Spirit; and though 
there is 79 Condemnation to them that are in Chriſt Jeſus, united to 
him by a Faith of divine Operation, and are ſanctified by his holy 
Spirit, Vet Concupiſcence and Luſt, faith the Article, (that 
«js, the inward Defires and Inclinations of the Fleſh) hath the 
Nature of Sin.” Therefore all true Believers are ſaid to re- 
joice in Chrift Jeſus, and have no Confidence in the Fleſh, Phil. iii. 3. 
But alas! in theſe days too many think, if ſo be the outward 
Actions are ſomewhat decent, moral and regular, there needs no 
Thought or Concern. about inward Depravity and Heart-Wick- 
edneſs. But what amazing Horror and Dread will ſeize on ſuch, 
when a Heart-ſearching God ſhall diſcover befarg Angels and 


Men 


fol 
Men, the Hypocriſy, Deceitfulneſs, and deſperate Wickeduſs of the 


nd Heart, and to the ſpeechleſs Condemnation of all miſerable 
th - . Daubers and Soul-Deceivers; they will then find the filthy Rags 
in of their coun Righteouſneſs inſufficient to ſcreen them from the 
at Wrath of the Lord, and they ſhall be forced to own (when too 
of late) that their inward Parts were very Wickedneſs, and there- 
fore they ſtood in Need, as of the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt to 
le juſtify them, ſo alſo of the Power of his Spirit to renew them in 
nd | the Spirit of their Minds, as well as to have pan outward Ac- 
le 5 tions reformed and moralized. 
we | And as the former Article ſhews the Wretchedneſs and Sin- 
10t fulneſs of our Eſtate by Nature, the next, Article (10) aſſerts the 
= Helpleſſneſs and Inſufficiency of our Condition. 
ed - -. „The Condition of Man fince the fall of Adam is ſuch, that 
1 © he cannot turn and prepare himſelf by his own natural 
ri- „Strength and good Works, to Faith and calling upon God. 
y-- „ Wherefore we have no Power to do good Works pleaſant 
* ce and acceptable to God, without the Grace of God by Chrift 
we preventing us, that we may have a good Will, and working 
© with us when we have that good Will.“ 
eft Deceivers will come, faith the Scripture; we believe it, ſaith 
me our Church, and therefore we eſtabliſhed Articles at once to ſettle 
fy- the Judgment of our Members and to guard them from erro- 
te neous Novelty. And are not theſe Deceivers already come? 
de- Is not their Name Legion? Do not Arminian Teachers ſwarm 
ſon among us, who tell us, that Man has Free- will and Power to 
the turn and prepare himſelf, and to do good Works, as a Condition 
gh to entitle himſelf to the Merits of Chriſt, and to recommend 
to himſelf to the Favour of God? are not theſe the favourite 
wy Doctrines of this Day? Don't we conſtantly hear ſuch un- 
hat ſcriptural, antichriſtian Tenets daily advanced, both from the 
the - Pulpit and the Preſs? 5 
re- Aſk that reverend Gentleman in Black, Sir, What muſt I do 
3. to be ſaved? And you will find his Anſwer as novel and as mo- 
ard diſh as the Faſhion of his Periw0ig. He's too polite to dictate 
no the old ſcriptural Anſwer, Believe on the Lord Feſus But “ prac- 
ck- * tice Morality, and do good Works, and you are ſafe.” Was 
ch, ng to reply in the Words of the Article of our Church, Sir, 


and 3 B | I have 


[ 10] 

I have no Power to do good Works, pleaſant and acceptable to 
God without the Grace of God by Chriſt—<« Pſha, pſha, 
4 prithee don't tire and teaze me with your Methodiſtical Rant, 
6 and Enthuſiaſtical Nonſenſe,” would be the Reply from His 
Orthadex Reverendſhip. Man's Power, natural Ability, and Free- 
will are his favourite Themes, inſtead of Free-grace, ſupernatu- 
ral Power, divine and ſpiritual Aſſiſtance. Lord have Mercy on 
the Sheep that are under the Care of ſuch a Shepherd! Now what- . 
ever Honour and Reſpect is due to the Miniſters of Chriſt, how 
much ſoever we are to eſteem ſuch highly in Love for their 
Works ſake; yet our Saviour points out to us, and cautions us 
_ againſt blind Guides and falſe Teachers. To the Law and to the 
Teſtimony then, and if Miniſters ſpeak not according to the 
ſacred Oracles of "Truth, we may fairly conclude they have no 
Light in them. Therefore it is our greateſt Wiſdom to reject 
their Doctrines as unſcriptural and erroneous. 

But, Brethren, let me plainly and briefly apply myſclf to you 


on the two foregoing Articles. Do you know yourſelves ? Are 


ye ſenſible of your real Eftate ? Are ye made acquainted with 
your true Condition? Do ye know and feel your Miſery and 
Want as Sinners? Are ye made ſenſible of your own Weakneſs 
and Inſufficiency to turn and prepare yourſelves? Do you ſee 
your Inclination and Proneneſs to all Evil and Sin, and your A- 
verſion and Diſaffection to all Holineſs and Godlineſs, and conſe- 
quently that ye ſtand in need of a better Righteouſneſs than your 
own to juſtify you in the Sight of God ? If you do not, have not 
thus ſeen yourſelves ſtript of all Good, and full of all Evil, deſer- 
ving God's Wrath and Damnation, it is plain you are blind even unto 
this Day, and farther, you never prayed in all your Life. Nay, 
don't ſtart ; *tis plain truth: You cannot, you dare not deny 
it before God, and your own Conſcience. for Prayer is a 
breathing out the Deſires of the Soul before God, under a Senſe _ 
of Diſtreſs, and the Want of Mercy, and an humble Depen- 
dence on God for Relief and Redreſs. But how could you pray 
to be delivered from Sin, Evil and Danger, when you never ſaw 
it, never felt it, and was never ſenſible of it, and conſequently 
could have no Deſire to be delivered from it? 
But you lay 305 have gone to Church, and prayed that 


you 


[1m] 
you have gone to Church, and repeated the ſolemn Words of 
our excellent Liturgy, is not denied ; but even then and there 
you offered the Sacrifice of Fools, and folemnly mocked God, 
while you pretended to addreſs and worſhip him. Elſe how 
could you dare to tell God you was a miſerable Sinner, deſire him 
to have Merey upon you, tell him there is 20 Health in you, that 


you are tied and bound with the Chain of your Sins, and that the 


Remembrance of your Sins is gritvous unto you, and the Burden is 


intolerable, while you neither feel nor experience ſuch a State? 
Surely the moſt dreadful Hypocriſy is this! The moſt fatal and 5 
dangerous Deluſion poſſible! 


But if not only your Heads are enlightened, and your Judg- 


ment informed, but your Hearts alſo ruly convicted and hum- 


bled before the Lord, with a View of yourſelves as deſcribed by 
our Scripture Articles; bleſſed Knowledge! Happy Senfibility ! 


For this you are indebted to the divine Grace, and heavenly 


Teachings of the Holy Spirit, of whom you learn to “ caſt a- 
„ way all human Confidence, all Dependence on the Arm of 
c Fleſh only, and to fly to Chriſt for Help and Succour—with 


a Lord ſave, or we periſh, for the Heart of Man by Nature is 


e eſtranged and alienated from G and Chriſt, would try every 
c other Means, and ſeek for Salvation in any Way, rather than 
c accept it as a free Gift from Chriſt. To caſt away all Self- 


_ <<, Righteouſneſs is grievous to the Heart in its natural State of 


Pride, and Affection of Independency. Man would ſtill 
ce be as God, ſtill work out and merit for himſelf his own 
„ Salvation: And he muſt be driven to the laſt Extremity, 
* ſee the Inſufficiency of Law and SELF, of Morality and 
„ Horſs, before he can caſt away all other Confidence, and apply ta 
& Jeſus with a Lord ſave or I periſh. It is Faith alone which 
can avail the Soul, and thus we mult apply, if we would ob- 
ce tain the Gift of God in Chriſt, utterly renouncing all Self- 
„ Dependence, and perfectly aſſured, that he is able and willing 
© to ave to the uttermoſt,”* Yea, God for Chriſt's ſake, will 

| B 2 N enrich 
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* Theſe truly ſcriptural and experimental Sentences ] hade taken the 
Liberty to extract from the Reverend and learned Mr. DO D D's fit 


Sermon 
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enrich your Souls, and comfort your Spirits with the abundant 


Conſolations adminiſtred in the 11th Article, which runs thus: 

„„ We (all true Believers) are accounted righteous before 
& God, only for the Merit of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
« Chriſt by Faith, and not for our own Works and Deſervings: 


cc Wherefore that we are juſtified by Fal TH OnLy,yis a moſt 


cc yholſome Doctrine, and very full of Comfort, as is more 
4c largely expreſſed in the Homily of Juſtification.” 7 


lere is true Proteſtant, Anti-Romiſh Doctrine. Bleſſed are 


the Miniſters of our Church, that know and preach thus. Hap- 
py every Soul that can ſet to his Seal to the Truth of theſe 
Words! God will ſuffer no Fleſh to glory in his Preſence; 


Therefore in the Juſtification, Pardon, and Acceptance of a 


Sinner, he will magnify the Riches of his free Grace: For to 


be juſtified freely through the Redempfion that is in Jeſus 


_ Chriſt, and to be accounted righteous through the Righteouſ- 
neſs of Jeſus Chriſt oxy, is the only Doctrine that can yield 


Comfort and Confolation to penitent humble Sinners, and 


Glory and Praiſe to the God of Mercy and Grace. But «no, 


* ſay our modern Theoligiſu, it is by our own good Works and 
Faith; Chriſt's Blood, Righteouſneſs, and Merits, are not ſuf- 


e ficient of themſelves to avert the Wrath, procure the Favour, 
and recommend our Perſons to the Acceptance of God.” Be 
_ aſtoniſhed, O Heavens! be amazed, O ye Sons of God! be con- 


founded, O ye Enemies of true Righteouſneſs ! at the Blindneſs, 


Vanity, 


— — 


Sermon on the Miracles, Do not theſe ſawour of Methodiſm ? Are | 
not theſe alſo tinctured with the Spirit of Enthuſiaſm ? The World is of 


this Opinion; they do ſay fo: But what then? We kroww the faithful 


Miniſters of Chriſt do not ſeek to pleaſe Men, but God. They qvill 
neithfr court the Smiles, nor fear the Frowns of the Men of this 
Warld; neither avill they be ſo afraid of the Faces of Men, as ta 
be aſhamed of the Cue of Chriſt; inaſmuch as they, by happy Ex- 


perience, know it is the Poaver of God to the Salvation of their own 
Sault: Therefore all ſuch as know the Truth as it is in Jeſus, vill. 
not ſhamefully retreat from, deny, or give it up, but bcldly preach 


it; yea, they quill not ſhun to declare the whole Counſel of God, 


though of % going, the World is pleaſed to honour them jo far as to 
at they think is the moſfl opprobrious Name upon them, even ibat 


fi, ww p thin 
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Vanity, and Pride of relying on, or joining the imperfect Works 
and ſullied Obedience of fallen Man with the perfect Righte- 
ouſneſs, all-atoning Merits, and all-ſufficient Sacrifice of the 
infinitely divine and holy Jeſus! O how long will ye thus 

| pervert the Ways of the Lord! How long will ye trample on 
the precious Blood, depreciate the only availing Righteouſneſs, 
and ſet at nought the all-prevailing Merits of the Sinner's 
Friend, the dear and loving Jeſus! Be filled, O my Soul, be 


0 my Friends, with a holy Indignation at the daring 


Inſult and impious Aﬀronts that are offered to Jeſus your Sa- 
vidur and your God, whoſe Blood and Righteouſneſs is your 
only Plea! - 
We don't preach Juſtification by Faith only, fay the Papi i/ts, 
We are agreed with you, ſay their Confederates in Error, our 


, _ pretended Proteſtant, but ſeducing Preachers. But why? Be- 


cauſe it tends to deſtroy good Works, ſay both. It is falſe, ſays 
our Church; we experience the contrary, ſay all its true Chri- 
ſtian Members. But truly the Paps Teachers are honeſt, 
upright Men, when compared with theſe modern Deceivers: 
For it is the avowed Tenet of their Church, to deny and 
explode the Doctrine of Juſtification by the imputed Righteouſ- 
neſs of Jeſus Chriſt through Faith only but our only pretended 
. Proteſtant Teachers, aſſent to it, in the Articles of our Church, 
as a moſt whalſome Doctrine, and very full of godly Comfort, and yet 
_ afterwards publicly preach and inveigh againſt it, and gr 
and ſtigmatize the Contenders for this Scripture- Truth as 
Set of Madmen, Enthuſiaſts and Deceivers. Pretty this W. 
Surprizing is ſuch a Share of Aſſurance ! Amazing ſuch Want 
of Modefty | Is this a Specimen of your good Works, Reve- 
rend Gentlemen? Alas! alas! where is common Hone 
candid Judgment, and impartial Determination fled ? O how car 
ſuch Miniſters look on this Article without being filled with 
Shame and Confuſton of Face? But the Scriptures are clear, 
and expreſs, that Sinners are juſtified by the Righteouſneſs of 
Jeſus Chriſt, imputed to them through Faith, and by no other 
Means; therefore this is a mo? WHoLsoME DocTRINE. And 
0 8 Fenn zauy of the Apoſtles, the noble Army of Mar- 


tyrs, 


ny, Wo” L . 
- 


—— —ul — 
Lad * — — —_— — — 


ä Las] 
tyrs, every true Believer in Jeſus, in all Ages, have found, by 


happy Experience, that this Doctrine is alſo VERY FULL OF 


GODLY COMFORT. 

But does our Church depreciate AR Works, or 1 their | 
Uſefulneſs? No; neither do any of its true Miniſters or Mem- 
bers; they all aſſent to the Doctrines of the 12th Article, that 


« Good Works are the Fruits of Faith, and follow aſter Ju- 


44 ſtification (not go before, in order to procure Juſtification) 
« they cannot put away our Sins, nor endure the Severi:y of 


© God's Judgment, yet are they pleaſing and acceptable to 


c God in Chriſt, and do ſpring out neceſſarily of a true Faith, 
< inaſmuch as by them a lively Faith may be as  evicently 


„ known as a Tree by its Fruit.” 


It is the Device of the Devil to urge, and it ar! iſerh from 


Ignorance of the Nature of true Chriſtian Faith to object, 
That the Doctrine of Juſtification by Faith deſtroys the Prac- 


tice of Morality and good Works. Quite the contrary, for 
- it is the peculiar Property of true Chriſtian Faith to diſpoſe the 
Soul to Holineſs of Heart, and to the Practice of Morality and 


good Works. 
What a Conſiſtency of Doctrine! What a Harmony of di- 


vine Truth? What a Chain of Scripture- Tenets do our excel- 
lent Articles afford us? Thank God for antient, orthodox, 


Chriſtian Compilers. From modern, heterodox, unchriſtian 
Teachers, good Lord deliver us! and let all our Church Mem- 
bers ſay, Amen. 
You ſee, Brethren, that good Works are the Fruits of Faith, 
Have you received of God the Gift of Faith! Faith in our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, whereby you are juſtified? Are your Conſciences 
cleanſed from the Guilt and delivered from the Condemnation 
of Sin? And do you poſſeſs Pardon and Peace from God! 
Then I am ſure you muſt love God; and Love is the moſt 
powerful and availing Principle to produce good Works, „ plea- 
« ſant and acceptable to God in Chriſt” for only in Chriſt Je- 
ſus is it our Works are accepted. The beſt Work we can per- 
form can't put away our Sins, and endure the Severity of God's 
Judgment: But good Works ſpring out neceſſarily of a true 


2 aith,” they are true Marks and Evidences of a lively Faith, 
| a8 
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ns the Fruitfulneſs of a Tree is an unanſwerable Proof of the 


Life and Soundneſs of the Root. Hence we fee, by the plain 
Senſe of the Articles, that without Faith in our Lord Jeſus, 


no good Works can be produced; and yet truly we find many, 
who pretend to be the only true orthodox Teachers of our 


Church, conſtantly exploding and vehemently denying the Doc- 
trine of Ju/lification by Faith only, Therefore it is a plain Con- 


ſequence and natural Deduction, that the only Marks ſuch 


give of their Orthodoxy is, that they have neither Faith nor good 


Moerts, notwithſtanding all that Prating and Noiſe they make 


about good Works, And this is more fully proved = Article 
XIII. which aſſures us, 


All „“ Works done before the Grace of Chriſt, 401 "Ra In- 


e ſpiration of his Spirit, are not pleaſant to God, foraſmuch as 


<« they ſpring not of Faith in Jeſus Chriſt ; neither do they make 


Men meet to receive Grace, or (as the School-Authors ſay) 
_ « deſerve Grace of Congruity : Rather for that they are not 


„done as God hath willed and commanded them to be done, 
<« we doubt not but they have the Nature of Sin.“ 

Here we ſee what Works are not good, not pleaſant in 
the Sight of God, even all ſuch as do not flow from right Prin- 
ciples, namely, the Grace of Chriſt, the Inſpiration of his Spirit, 
and Faith. Ye pretended Advocates for good Works, what 
ſay ye to this? Deceive not yourſelves with ſpecious Pretences : 


Look to your Principles. As ſoon might we gather Grapes of 


"Thorns, or Figs of Thiſtles, as to find Chriſtian Holineſs and 
good Works flowing from unchriſtian Principles. 

The Grace of Chriſt, and the Inſpiration of the Spirit ! Why 
this is the very Mark and CharaQteriſtic of an Enthuſiaſt, to talk 
of being inſpired, ſay our new Lights and modern Deceivers. But 
no, it is the only Principle of true Chriſtian Knowledge and 


, Chriſtian Practices; for the Things of God knoweth no Man, but 
by the Spirit of God, and if any Man hath not the Spirit of Chriſt, he 


is none of his, Rom. viii. 9. theſe are ſcriptural Determinations. 
He is not a Chriſtian who is not inſpired by the Spirit of God, 
neither are any Works pleaſant and acceptable to God, but 
what ſpring from Inſpiration, ſays our Church. Inſpiration ſig- 
whes a Breathing inward ; What? Why, the Vitality, Power, 


and 
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and Graces of the Holy "EP ; and from this inward Principle 


only, outward Actions, good and ant to od, and pro- 


fitable to Man flow. 
But to avoid Prolixity, I mall not enlarge, as 51 find I have 


much exceeded my firſt Intentions ; but really our excellent 
Articles afford ſuch a Field of Argument to ſupport Truth, and 


detect Error, that they are pleaſing and delightful Themes to 
dwell on; though I do not doubt but what I have advanced 
is ſufficient, in the Judgment of ignorant and mere nominal 


Chriſtians, to determine me a Methodiſi and an Enthuſiaft. Rea- 
der, let me appeal to thee: Have I ſtrained one Sentence of 
our Articles from its natural Senſe and plain Meaning? Well, 
if for a ſteady Adherence and firm Attatchment to the Doc- 


trines of the Church of England; I am accounted a Methodliſt, 


I am content, may I live and die a Church of England Methodiſt. 

1 mean not hereby any Sect or Party. No, I am attached ta 
none. It is the Scripture Doctrines of our Church I am con- 

_ tending for; which, whoever does, is ſure to have the Appel- 8 


lation of a Mathodiſl. 
But let me expoſtulate a little on this Head with our pre- 


tended Churchmen. You ſay, you profeſs the Religion of the 


Church of England. I do the ſame : fo far we agree. I believe 


the Doctrines of her Articles, which are eſſential to Salvation, 


to be truly Scriptural ; therefore I'own them, abide by, and 
contend for them. Do you do the ſame ? 1 fear not. Herein 
do we not differ? Let us ſee: - we will bring the Matter to a 


| ſhort Iſſue: a few Words will determine the Point. I believe 
that Man is very far gone from original Rightenujneſs, and is of 
bis on Nature inclined ts Evil. That original Sin, in every Perſon 
born, into. this World, deſerves God's WRATH AND DAMNA- 
TION. That every Man by Nature is in this State, without Power 


1% turn, and. prepare himſelf, to do good Works acceptable to Gad. 


I believe, that it is only through the Righteouſneſs of our Lord and 


Squiour. Jaſus Chriſt, that any Perſon is accounted righteous before 
Gad. That. our own Works and Deſeruings have no Hand at all 
in procuring. God's Favour, no cauſal Influence upon à Sinners Ju- 
Aiſiamtian in ths Sight of Gd; but that we are juſtified, pardoned and 
* rightecus through Faith only, as apprelending and ap- 

hing 


ts to natural Life: For as the Body without Breath is dead, ſo 


longer to be a Member of the Church of England; you have 
no Right: For pleaſe to remember, you give up, you deny, 
you explode her eſſential Doctrines. Talk no more of being 
a Chriſtian; for the very Quinteſſence of Chriſtianity, the plain 
Truths of the Bible, you are pleafed to treat with Contempt 
and Ridicule. The happy Privileges which Chriſt hath pur- 
_ chaſed for, and doth enrich all true Chriſtians with, you are 
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ebing the Maritt and Rightoofueſs of Tale the Seip, L bekere 


Good Works to be the Fruits of Faith, that they are the Effect, not 
the Cauſe of 7 uftification,” that cur Perſons are juſtified, before aur 


IVorks can be accepted. And that till a Perſon is juſtified by Faith, 


attually poſſeſſed of the Grace of Chriſt, and really inſpired , by "the 
Holy Spirit, he doth not, he cannot pleaſe God, I believe, the 


Inſpiration of the Holy Ghoſt as neceſſary to ſpiritual Life, as Breath 


whoever is not inſpired by 40 Spirit 7 Chriſt, is dead to G and 
the Things of God. 


Now this is my Religion, this is the Religion of the Bible, 


the Chriſtian Religion, the Proteſtant Faith, the Religion of 
the Church of England: Is it yours? No, you ſay, This is all 
Madneſs, Cant and Enthuſiaſm. Very well; now you are at 


Liberty to chuſe your Syſtem of Religion; but pretend no 


pleaſed to look on only as religious Madneſs, Folly and Delu- 


fion. And yet, how amazingly inconſiſtent are you? What 
a Scene of Abſurdity and Contradiction is your Practice? You 


go to Church, you join the Congregation, and in the Words 


of our Church Prayers, you aſk and beſeech God to beſtow 
thoſe very Bleſſings upon you, which you only eſteem as the 


Flights of Phrenzy, the Diſorders of a diſtempered Brain, and 
fit only for the Portion of Madmen and Fools. Alas, Sir, 
where is that ſober Reaſon and cool Argument you pretend to? 
Where that Condor of Judgment and juft Determination you 
talk of? Let who will be deceived, you are wrong; even your 
Profeſſion and Practice give full Nui ind pw and dF 


them you are condemned. 


Zo that what avails all your W to and contending for 5 

the Church the Church, and calling yourielf a Member thereof, 

| when you mean 1 by it? What do YOU boaſt of your 
D 


ſteady 
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Hieady Conformity to the Church of England? Do you value 
| yourſelf becauſe you have not left your own Pariſh Church, 
Changed your Religion, and turned Methodiſt? poor deluded 

- Profeſſor! Not changed your Religion, you ſay ; Alas! you 
have your Religion til! to ſeek : you only profeſs — you know 
not what: you have only a Name to live while you are dead, 
dead to God, and to the Things that make for eternal Peace: 
| yea, you are as much a Stranger to true Chriſtianity as you are 
to ſound Reaſon. I wiſh you calmly to conſider theſe Things. 
May the Lord in Mercy to your precious Soul, open your Eyes 
to ſee that you have hitherto aſſumed a Name which in no wiſe | 
belongs to you, and reſted in the meer Shadow and Profeſſion | 
of Chriſtianity only, while you to 'this Day remain utterly ig- 
norant of the Truths of the Goſpel in your Underſtanding, and 
deſtitute of the Experience of any ſaving Influences of them 
upon your Heart and Life. Miſerable State! Unhappy Delu- 
_ fion! And yet for you to treat with Sneer and Contempt, ſuch 
Perſons who act a far wiſer, and more conſiſtent Part chan 
yourſelf, ſurely i is moſt ſtrange and abſurd indeed! | 
hut not ſo doth my Friend Ouranius act; he is bleſſed with 
ſound Reaſon, and a ſolid Judgment; he uſes them properly, 
and he acts conſiſtently; though Ouranius is favoured with the 
Affluence of Fortune, yet it doth not ſet him above a due Con- 
cern for his Soul, nor divert him from the moſt earneſt Atten- „ 
tion to the One Thing Needful. Ouranius is a CHRISTIAN, one 
who has not only the Form of Gedlineſs, but knows and expe- 
riences the Power of the Goſpel in his own Soul. Tis but a 
few Years ſince the Spirit of God opened his Eyes to diſcern 
the Things that make for his Peace, and made him acquainted 
with his Bible, and his own Heart; he has weighed the Doc- 
trines of our Church in the Balance of the Sanctuary, and com- 
pared them with the ſacred Scriptures; therefore he owns and 
abides by them; and farther, by happy Experience, and Heart- 
felt Knowledge, he finds and feels the Privileges and Comforts, 
Efficacy and Power of them upon his Soul. Ouranius has ſeen | 
his miſerable State, and loſt Condition as a Sinner, and has 
f —_ ade! to "tremble as an Untelicuer before God; 3 he has felt 
7 e 2 4 8 
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the Force of theſe Words upon his Mind, He that believeth not 


Ew 1]: 
is condemned ALREADY, and the Mratb of God ABIDETH. on him. 


Alarmed and ſenſibly affected herewith, he fled for Refuge to 


Jeſus. He befought the Lord to reveal Chriſt in him, the 
Hope of Glory.“ He cried, and the Lord anſwered him to the 
Joy of his Heart. He now experiences an Intereſt in the Re- 


demption which is in Chriſt Jeſus; and by Faith he knows, that | 


Jeſus is made unto him of God, Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, Sanftifica- 
tron and Redemption. He now feels the Peace of God, ' which 


flows from a Sence of Pardon, and Juſtification. He enjoys 
the happy Privilege of the Goſpel-Covenant, even the Spirit 


itſelf bears Witneſs with his Spirit, that he is a Child of God, 


and an Heir of Glory. Ouranius lives holy and happy, ever 
ready to do Good unto all Men, affable and Courteous' in his 
Behaviour to every one, none can ſay ought againſt his moral 
Conduct and Behaviour. e > 


Such is Ouranius, ſhall I ſay, univerſally admired and re- 


ſpected, reverenced and eſteemed by all his Friends and Ac- 


quaintance ? ſhould we not be ready to conclude fo ? But no, 
this is not the Caſe, quite the reverſe. Ouranius's former Com- 


panions ſay they pity him, they are concerned for him, for they 


look on him as one ſeized with religious Frenzy ; his Head a 
little touched, his Brain turned, and Ouranius is in their Eyes 
an ENTHUSIAST ; though they will ſtill allow he is a worthy 


Man, a valuable Friend, and in all other Reſpects, he is very 


well; but as to Religion, — There lies his Diſorder, and in that 


C 2 52 be 


+ John iii. 18, 36. | 
: *4 ſpiritual Revelation of Chrift to the Heart is here meant, ns 


other than ſuch as our Saviour ſpeaks of Matt. Xi. 27. when he 


aſſures us No man knoweth the Father, fave the Son and he to 
whom the Son will Reveal him. This &. Paul happily expe- 
rienced auhen he teſtifies, it pleaſed God to reveal his Son in me. 
T hoſe who atcount this Enthuſiaſm, would do abel! to confider, that 
it is the Enthufiaſm of Scripture, taught by the beloved Son 


God, experienced by the bleſed Apoſtle of God, and which all the 
< Saints of God, and every true Chriſtian in all Ages have been ſo 


enthuſiaſtically happy as to ve favoured with. 
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he goes too far. Poor Ouranius, the Object of the Worlds Con- 


tempt | Happy Ouranius, the Subjedt of thy dear Saviour's Love F 
and Grace! I congratulate you. Such Honour have all his Saints, Ro 
But how: does Ouranius bear the Sneer and Contempt, Scoff 0 A 
and Rigicule he meets with from the World? I lately took the a 
Liberty to aſ him: With an Air of Eaſe and Unconcern he re- MY 
_ plied, As to my Friends, the Men of this World, I pity them; * i 
they ſee not their Miſery as Sinners, nor have they any ſaving 1 te 


Knowledge of nor Love for that precious Saviour who was Ai 
crucified for Sinners. And divine Teachings, which only can in- ta 
ſtruct them therein, ſo far from ſeeking, they deſpiſe : though 1 
the Word of Truth fo plainly aſſures us, the Things of God knows --* 
Ar 

in 

fo 


eth no Man but by the Spirit of God: and therefore they act as meer 
natural Men, furniſhed only with natural Abilities and human 
Acquirements. And it matters not how great their Attainments be 1 


in this Way, as God aſſures us by the Pen of his Apoſtle, The 1 
natural Man diſcerneth not the Things of the Spirit of God, they are of 
FooLI1SHNESS ante him, neither can he know them; for this very "i 

Reaſon, becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned. So that if Men can * 

8 count the Things of God Fooliſhneſs, I do not wonder that they fr. 
4 ſhould eſteem all ſuch as profeſs a Knowledge of ſuch Things, 3 
= Fools and Madmen, Thus they behave, and thus they honour _ 
= me with the true Badge and diſtinguiſhing Characteriſtick of a Sa 
= CurrsTian. O what dreadtul Sentence are ſuch under! for, . 
ſaith St. Paul, If any Mun lrve not the Lord Fefus, let him be 2 w 
anathema maran-atha, i. e. © curſed with tue moſt bitter and W 

Heavieſt of divine Curſes, 1 Cor. xvi. 22. I (continued Ou- 
ranius) have been taught to know, and lived to experience, that am 
all that will liue godly i in Chriſt Jeſus muſt ſuffer Perſecution. I am he 
content, yea I rejoice, that I am counted worthy to be a deſpiſed Fo 
Servant, and Follower of a deſpiſed Lord and Saviour. They gane 
_ Raid of Jeſus, He is mad; it is ſufficient that the Diſciple be as his ſpi 
Maſter, accounted mad alſo: But ] can aſſure the World, I wit 
am not /o mad yet, as to give up the Doctrines of our Church, ry, 
the Comforts of the Goſpel, for Fear of a Nick-Name, No, I ON: 


do not find ſo much Magick in a Name, to charm me from 
Chriſt and Heaven. Neither is Reproach fo dreadful to me, as 
ni me into Hell But added Ouranius,; with a Counte- 
J 7 Ons 


1 
cance that befpoke thoſe Raptures of Joy and Delight which his 


Heart felt, thoſe Words of my dear Saviour fill my Soul with 
the higheſt Conſolation and Comfort, Him that confefſeth me e- 
fore Mm, him will I alſo confeſs before my Father. To be owned 


and confefſed by the King of Saints, the Lord of Life and Glory, 


9 the Judge of Quick and Dead, and at a Time too when the eters 


nal State of every Soul is ſuſpended upon the Breath of his De- 


termination, when thoſe who have been aſhamed of Chriſt, de- 
nied him and his Words, are calling for the Rocks and Moun« 
rains to fall on them, to cover them from eternal and inſupport= 
able Wrath; I ſay, then to be owned with Approbation by God, 
before Angels, Men and Devils; ſurely this Thought is enough, 
and it often makes me ready to welcome Reproach, and triumph 


in Diſgrace for Chriſt and his Goſpel's ſake. And here I can't 


forbear, continued Ouranius, introducing the awful View, and 


_ alarming Deſcription, which Solomon gives us of the Difference 


of Judgment, which all ſuch, who now make a Mock of the 
Truths of God, and Deſpiſe the Followers of the bleſſed Jeſus, 
vill be Inſtances of in that Day. Then ſhall the Righteous land in 


treat Bolaneſs before the Face of ſuch as have affiicted bim, and made no 


Account of his Labours. I ben they fhall fee it, they ſhall be troubled 
with terrible Fear, and they fhall be amazed at the Strangeneſs of his 
Salvation, fo far beyond all that they looked for; and they, repenting 


and groaning for Anguſh of S Spirit, Hall ſay in themſelves, This is HE 
. tuhom we had in Times paſt in Deriſion, and a Proverb of Reproachs 


WE Fools aceounted his Life Madneſs, and is End to be without Ho- 
nour. How is HE numbered among the Children of God, and his Lot 


among the Saints ! You fee they have now changed their Notes; 
heretofore when they ſpoke of the Children of God, it was, they 
Fools, and they Madmen. But now, WE Fools, WE repent 
and groan for anguiſh of Spirit, the very Thing they once de- 
ſpiſed the Saints for, But O, alas, ſuch is the Folly of being 
' wiſe too late! dreadful Experience, now to their eternal Miſe- 
ry, convinces them of the Truth of thoſe Things which 1 

once eſteemed only as Viſion and Fable. 
Would to God, my Friends, yea the very worſt Enemy 1 
have, wee for their own Sakes lay theſe Things to Heart not. 
Then 

| ihn of Solomon, chap. [9 
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Then would they no longer fight = OY and oppdſe the pre- 
cious Truths of the Goſpel, which the glorious Company of the 


Apoſt! 


es taught, and the noble Army of Martyrs ſealed with 
their Blood, which the Church ſt' ll maintains, and which every 
true Chriſtian is happy in the Experience of. But whether they 
will hear, or whether they will forbear, as for me, continued 
Ourunius, animated by theſe Conſiderations, I am in nothing ter- 
_ ified by my Adverſaries; yea, though they are pleaſed to brand 
me, even with the ſo much dreaded, formidable Name of a 
METHODIST. 
A Methodiſt} Why really tis a ample and moffenſtye Names, 
g ard I don't tee any Reaſon to be aſhamed of it; for I have of- 
ten thought, and it's well worth Notice, that the World don't 
uſually fix this Appellation upon Ferſons of an openly wicked 
and fcandalouſly finful Life: Hence a gaming, pleaſure-ta- 
king, Playhoufe-frequenting Perſon, one who lives in De- 
v and Exceſs of Drinking, is ſure to eſcape the Name of 
Nor has a Miniſter that Name given him, who, notwith- 
Banding his ſolemn Declarations, Subſcriptions and Oaths, ta 
aſſent to and abide by the Articles of our Church, preaches con- 
trary to them; denies the Fall of Man, Original Sin, contends 
for Juſtification by Works inſtead of Faith, is an Enemy to the 
Doctrine of imputed Righteouſneſs ; from whoſe Sermons you 
ſeldom or never hear the Name of Jeſus, nor the Agency and 
Influence of the Holy Spirit, unleſs utterly to deny, inveigh a- 
 gainft, and explode all ſpiritual Inſpiration and inward Feelings, 
theſe and ſuch Sort of Preachers eſcape free from the Imputation 
of Mnhodiſm. 
So again, that decent make Curnormant; wha; freed from 
te irh/ome Care of Souls, comfortably lolls in his Chariot, thinks 
"tis Time for him to have done with the Labour and Fatigue of 
Praying and Preaching (for he is turned of F orty) therefore has 
tft off Trade, is content with a bare ſingle 10008. per Annum, 
. Church-Preferment; he loves, wiſhes well to the Church, (not 
without Reaſon by the by) rails at your popular, Mob-driving 
Preachers, as he terms them, is ſure they would not take halt 
the Pains they do, if Views of Manch getting were not at the Bot- 
tom: 


1231 


| tom: Theſe Sort. of Gentlemen too, Land AY clear of being 


deemed Methodiſts. s 
Now Reader, what doſt thou think of al uch? Lappe 5 


thee, and every honeſt Mind, and unprejudiced Judgment, to 
determine whether a worſe Tas doth not Properly * to 


them? 
well, ſinee it is plain that the Principles and Practices, ſuck 


as are contrary to the ignorant, formal, ſinful, Antichriſtian | 


Miniſters and Profeſſors of the Age, and to abide by and con- 


tend for the orthodox Articles of our Church, are thought ſuf- 


ficient to conſtitute a Perſon a Methadiſt; Therefore, Reader, 


let me here preſent thee, with a juſt and plain Deſcription of ; 


what the World mean by a Methodiſt. He is one whom God 


«hath choſen in Chriſt out of Mankind, to deliver from Curſe 
Land Damnation, and to bring by Chriſt to everlaſting Salva- 
«tion; he is called according to God's Purpoſe, by his Spirit 

working in due Scaſon ; he through Grace obeys the Calling; 
 ©heis juſtified freely; he is made a Son of God by Adoption; 


«he FEELS in himſelf the working of the Spirit of Chriſt,* mor- 
« tifying the Works of the Fleſh, and his earthly Members, 
«and drawing up his Mind to high and heavenly Things 3 
che is made like the Image of Chriſt, walks religiouſly in 


« 99d Works, and at length by God's ae attains ever 
„aling F ry.” 


0 happy 


— — — — — 


abould any one believe there are ſuch Words in the Articles of our 
Church, when ſuch Pains have been and now are frequently taken 
from Jo many Pulpits, to prove: that all inward Feelings, all Pre- 
tenſions to ſpiritual Operations, are the Eff:ts of Enthufiaſm, meer 


\ Madne/s „Cant, Folly, Delufion, &c? and yet what is moſt ama- 


zing, theſe very Perſons have declared their Afſent and Conſent to 
theſe very Words, yea, have preſented themſelves for the Miniftry, 
.-with the moſt folemn Declaration, cf being 1inWARDLY MOveD by 
the Holy Ghoſt 70 rale upon them that holy Function. Strange Effect 
of ſpiritual Blindueſs ! Afeting Conſequence of religious Nadel A. 


Such Perſons are beyond the Reach of cool Argument and ſolid Reaſon, 


they are the real Objects of Pity and Compaſſion : May they be the 
POE" * every pious and reaſonable Chriſtian's Prazers! 


mY 


"ol 3 in 5 0 the Workincs of the $ irit it of Cbrig : ” ” 
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[44], 
Re - © happy Mobb! Blelſed Deſcription ! Thoſe" who chuſe 


5 to give a better are at their Liberty; for my Part I am tena- 


ciouſly fond of our Church Language, ' and therefore have tran- 
ſcribed the Words of the 17th Article. 

And here, Brethren, may we not obſerve, how highly dig- 
nified, how undeſignedly honoured all the faithful, ſcriptural, 
orthodox Miniſters and Members of our Church are, by Mi- 
niſters and Perſons of a contrary CharaQter ? 

Tell me, ye blinded by Prejudice, ye heated with Refene- 
ment, ye pretended Miniſters and Members of our Church, 


tell, prove to the World if you can, wherein fuch Miniſters 
in the Church, as you are pleaſed to call Meibodiſis, bave de- 
| parted from, or advanced any one Tenet, contrary to the 


orthodox Articles of our Church. If they bave, look them 


in the Face, and by the Judgment and Determination of ww . 


Scripture and Articles, correct and refute them. 


But if not (and no ſuch Proof has hitherto appeared) bw 


mean, bafe, and deſpicable is it to attempt to load them with 
Odium, Contempt, and Infamy behind their Backs? is it 
their Crime to be fo unpolite as to make Conſcience of their 
Oaths and Subſcriptions, and to preach and abide by the ex- 
eellent and Apoſtolic Doctrines of our Church? Is it for their 
Love to and Zeal for the Salvation of precious and immortal 
Souls ? Is it becauſe the Sheep know their Voice, and follow 
them as true Shepherds, therefore do the Hirelings hate, con- 
temn, and deſpiſe them? Weep, O my Soul, in ſecret before 
the Lord, on Account of that Oppoſition to the Goſpel of Je- 
ſus, and Unkindneſs to his Miniſters! Rejoice O my Soul ! 
Be thankful, O my Fellow-Sinners, to the Great Shepherd and 
Biſhop of Souls, in thus caring for, and ſending forth theſe beſt 
Priends, trueſt Sons, and moſt faithful Miniſters of our Church, 

And bleſſed be the Name of the Lord, for enduing them with 
that Spirit of Boldneſs and Conftancy, whereby they declare the 
Tohole Counſel of God, no Man making them afraid. I know and am 
perſuaded all that Love our Lord Jeſus in Sincerity, will feel the 
' fame Warmth of Zeal and fervent Affection to all true faithful 
Miniſters of Chriſt, and will (as I do from my Heart) honour, 


 Feverence, and oficem them bighly in Love for their Warks fake. 
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[25] 


It matters very little to hear the many envenomed Thrane 
croaking out Enthuſiaſm. Reader, take Knowledge of that 
Thing, he is Parſon of St— ———'s Church, and leſt the Peo 


ple ſhould be ſeduced and deceived, by hearing the Doctrines of 
the Church of England preached, he denies theſe true Miniſters 


the Pulpit,+ and ſays they are Enthu/ig/ts; and the People, as 


ignorant as himſelf, joia the Cry. 


An Enthuſiaſt! What is that? O, it is the Cant Word of 
the Day for the many-headed Monſter, the Bugbear of the. 
Times, thrown out by thoſe, who are influenced by the Father 


of Lies, whereby many weak and inconſiderate People are deter- 
red and affrighted from the Truths of Chriſtianity. all the true 


Miniſters of our Church are now called Enthuſia/fs. By this 
Name they ſtand diſtinguiſhed from lazy Drones and unedifying 
Dry-Vines. But, Reader, when thou heareſt of a Miniſter 


whom the World calls an Enthu/ia/t, don't ſuffer this to preju- 


dice thee againſt him; aſſure thyſelf he is worth attending to; 
take my Advice, hear him for thy ſelf. Advert to thy Bible, and 
attend to the Articles of our Church, and if thou haft any Re- 
liſh for the Truths of the one, and the Doctrines of the other, I 


warrant thee, thou wilt not be diſappointed. TY 1 
Ah, ſays a conſtant Church-goer, „I heard one of theſe Sort 


of Preachers at our Church lately, where he preached ſuch a 


D 1 ce Sermon 
+4 think the felloaving Fact is enough to /iarile and amaze the Rea- 
der: A Gentleman of my Acquaintance (no Methodiſt by the by) lately 
applied to the Parſon of his Pariſh, to have one of the Reverend Gen- 


tlemen, to whom I have addreſſed this Treatiſe, to preach a Sermon for 
the Benefit of the Charity-School, to which he is a Subſcriber, urging 


that very large Collections are akways made, when theſe Miniſters preach. . 


Butt the Clergyman replied, © Neither of them ſhall come into our Pulpit.” 


On being aſked, why ? what were his Objections? He anſwered, (ſpock- 


ing to repeat!) THEY PREACH TOO MUCH or JESUS CHRIST, 


WHICH Is BLASPHEMY.” Ir this the Crime for which Pulpits are 
| denied? Could a Jew, a Turk, or the moſt prejudiced Infidel have ſaid 


more and yet this from the Mouth of a Chriſtian Miniſter, as he 4s 
called! Is it not enough to make one ſhudder ® May the Lord in Mercy open 
the Eyes of all ſuch Miniſters, and give them to know that it is hard 


for them io kick —_ the Pricks. O may they be made zealous 


Preachers of that Name they have ſlighted, and of that Faith they 
have attempted to defiroy ! 4 
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en about Converſion, the New-Birth, Jalifi-aticn by 
Faith in Jeſus Chrift, Inſpiration, and Sanctification of the 
“6 Spirit, and a Heap of ſuch Talk, of — I know not what all! = 
«ay, and he ſaid downright, that all unconverted People were 
ein a State of Damnation, and that nothing could fave them 
«from Hell, but believing on the Lord Jeſus; a ſtrange Fel- 
<Jow! Truly he ſet our Pariſh in an Uproar, for we are never 
«Uſed to ſuch ſort of Doctrine; no, not we. But the next 
* Sunday our Parſon preached a Sermon againſt all ſuch Doc- 
ce trines, for he is a bitter Enemy to all fuch Preachers, and 
ce their Principles; and though he was but little more than a 
c Quarter of an Hour in his Sermon, yet he paid them off about 
«their Inſpiration and Faith, &c. ay, and he made us all eaſy: 
again too: O he is a brave Man! He told us, Ve were in no 
Danger of going to Hell, and that there was no Fear of our being 
damned, for we are all very good Chriſtians, 95 we do but pay _y 
one their own, and do as we would be dene by: 
Blurely at this Day is that Word fulfilled, The Prophets pro- 
pbely fallly,” and the people love to Bave it fo. For truly, Reader, 
the Preaching of too many who call themſelves Miniſters of our 
Church, is more like Heatheniſh Morality, that Scriptural 
Chriſtianity ; therefore beware of all ſuch. N 
But it is Objected, That your Methodiſts are Enthuſiaſts, | 
ee becauſe they pretend to, and contend for Inſpiration of the 
<« Spirit.” A heavy Charge this indeed! And is this what 


you mean by Entiufuſm? Are all that pretend to be inſpired 


by the Spirit, Enthuſiaſts? O yes, doubtleſs, ſay our modern 
Teachers: and unchriſtian Profeſſors ! Why then if fo, is not 
every Miniſter of our Church an Enthyia/?, or a Deceiver? For 
they all at their Ordination, folemnly profefs to be inwardly 
6 moved by the Holy Ghoſt. to take on them the holy Func- 
tion ;“ and alſo the Biſhop pronounces on them, Receive ys the 
Holy Ghoſt. Hence it is plain our Church pre- requires the Ne- 
ceſſity of an inward Call and Inſpiration of the Spirit to the 
Work of the Ministry, (which if they pretend to and have not, 
they are Deceivers) and therefore it is expected they muſt re- 
ceive the powerful Influences and Operations of the Holy Ghoſt, 
as > though without them they could not be true Miniltzrs of the 


C27] 


Goſpel of Jeſus Chtiſt: And it has been before proved, from 


the plain Declarations of our Articles, that without the Inſpi · 


ration of the Holy Spirit none can be a true hs or do any 


| good Works, 

But if by an Enchuſiaſt i is meant a Deceiver, one that fan- 
cies himſelf, and pretends to be, what in Reality he is not: | de» 
clare to you, Reader, I do not know a worſe Sort of Enthu- 


ſiaſm, nor a more dangerous Set of Enthuſiaſts and Deceivers, 
| (Deceivers both of themſelves and others, let common Senſe 


and right Reaſon determine the Point) than thoſe Miniſters wha 
ſolemnly profeſs to be jowardl y moved by the Holy Ghoſt, pre- 


tend to receive the Gift of the Holy Spirit at their Ordination, 
aſſent, ſubſcribe, and ſwear to the Articles of our Church, in 


which the Neceſſity of Inſpiration is ſo ſtrongly inſiſted on; uſe 
the moſt excellent Form of our Church Liturgy; conſtantly 


pray to God for the Inſpiration, Guidance, and Operations of the 
Holy Spirit: And yet after all this, (O dreadful Hypocriſy before 
God! O amazing Soul-Deluſion !) can jeſt, jeer at, and ridicule 


All ſpiritual Influences and inward Operations; deſpiſe and con- 
temn the honeſt, faithful, ſpiritual Miniſters of our Church 
For what? Why, only becauſe they preach conſiſtent with the 

avowed Tenets of that Church they profeſs themſelves Miniſters 
of, and plainly declare ſuch Doctrines as their Articles, Homi- 
lies, and Liturgy fully ſet forth, Surely an honeſt Heathen 
would bluſh at ſuch Behaviour. No Wonder ſuch are ſo much 


deſpiſed and ſet at Neught, who make themſelves by their 


Abſurdity ſo contemptible in the Sight of Men. 


But it is farther urged-againſt our truly reverend and Goſpel- 
| Miniſters, « That they are not content with the common and 


ordinary Operations of the Spirit, but they talk of, and con- 
« tend for the extraordinary and miraculous Gifts of the Holy 
% Ghoſt: therefore they are Enthuſiaſts,” Thus is falſe; they 


neither expect, nor ſee any Neceſſity for the miraculous Gifts 


of the Holy Ghoſt: But they contend for (agreeable to Scrip- 
ture) the promiſed inward Gifts and Graces of the Holy Spirit, 
to enlighten, convince, convert, and make happy the true Chri- 
ſtian, by his indwelling Wuneſs and comiortable Preience iQ 


the Soul. 
D 2 Neither 
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- Neither are their Pretenſions to Inspiron ceungrounded and 
& unwarranted (as others object, and therefore ſay) they are 
& Enthuſiaſts.” This Kind of Pretenſion may be reduced to two 
Sorts for Matter, and for Manner. For Matter, when Perſons 
pretend to Iuſpiration of God for Things contrary to Scripture, 
which God hath given us as a ſtanding Rule to the World's 
End. But our Miniſters pretend to no ſuch Inſpiration, ſeeing 5 
they conſtantly inculcate the Doctrines of our Church, which 
are agreeable to the Scriptures: Vea, they preach ſuch Inſpi- 
ration only, which the Word of God promiſes to every true 
Chriſtian, "Therefore they are not Enthuſiaſts. 

For Manner, when Inſpirations are expected to exclude * | 
fiiperſeds the Uſe of Reaſon, Scripture, and all Divine Ordi- 
nances. Such as pretend to theſe are proper Enthuſiaſts. But 
our faithful and Orthodox Miniſters preach the rational Scrip- 
ture Doctrines of the Goſpel only. They don't ſet up Heathen 
Morality inſtead of Chriſtian Practices, nor do they teach Man's 
natural Ability, to the Excluſion of God's divine Grace, nor 
exalt the Works and Righteouſneſs of ſinful Man, in order to 

ſuperſede and ſet at Nought the meritorious Sacrifice and Righ- 
teouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt, No; but they inſiſt on the Reaſon. 
ablenefs of being endued with ſpiritual Life, and ſpiritual Power, 
in order to produce ſpiritual Actions; they ſeripturally teach, 
that Faith, and every other good Gift and Grace, is of the 
- Spirit's Inſpiration ; and they therefore direct Souls to a diligent 
Attendance, and conſtant Waiting on the Ordinances, and to 
eſteem them as Channels, wherein God is uſually pleaſed to in- 
ſpire into the Soul divine Grace and ſpiritual Influences, Theres 
fore they are not Enthuſiaſts, 

And now, Reader, by ſuch plain, ſcriptural and infallible 
Marks, we may know and diſcern the true Goſpel - Miniſters of 
our Church from Enthujia/ls, becauſe they aſſert and preach that 
true Chriſtianity is wrought in the Soul, by the Infuſion and In- 
ſpiration of the Spirit oz, authorized by the Word of God, and 
agreeable to the Voice of our Church, they conſtantly declare, 
No one can be a Miniſter of Chriſt without being called to and 
qualified for the preaching of the Goſpel, by the Spirit of Chriſt, 
Neither can any Perſon be a true Chriſtian, but through the a- 

anti Power and Agency of the bleſſed Spirit. 


The 
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The Gifts and Graces of the Holy Spirit are promiſed in the 
Goſpel, to be with Chriſt's Church through all the ſucceeding 
Ages; to what End? But to awaken and convince the Soul of 
evety Member, of his loſt and undone State by Nature, and to 
enrich and make them happy in the Belief and Application of 
the Bleſſings and Comforts of Chriſt's Redemption; to give 
them an Earneſt of the purchaſed Inheritance in their Hearts 
here, and to qualify and prepare them for the Enjoyment of the 
Kingdom of our Lord Jeſus, in a bleſſed Eternity hereafter? This 
the Word of God aſſures us of; this every true Chriſtian happily 
knows by bleſſed Experience; and this the Church of England 
_ teaches its Members conſtantly to pray for and expect in her 
Offices and Inſtitutions ; yea, in the Communion-Service it is 
aſſerted of all her true Members, We dwell in Chriſt, and 
„ Chriſt in us; we are one with Chriſt, and Chriſt with us,” 


HFlappy State! Bleſſed Union! 


But by Men of corrupt Minds, deſtitute of the Truth, all 
thele ancient Doct ines of the Bible, and of our Church, now _ 
are deemed New De@rines, the Preachers of them railed againſt 
as Innzvatsrs, and from many Pulpits the People are told (by 
Way of Prejudice againſt them) that they draw People away 
©« from the Church, and cauſe Schiſm and Diviſion.” *“ Draw 
People from the Church, and cauſe Schiſm ! Might they not 
with equal Propriety call them Preſbyterian Papiſis, and ſay they 
fet the Stone Walls of the Church on fire? For Nonſenſe can 
never be underſtood ; but the Diſcerning and Judicious will 
always reject Abſurdity and Falſhood. Is it Schiſm conſtantly 
to preach and inculcate the avowed Doctrines and Tenets of the 
Church? And it is obvious, even to an Offence to ſome, that at 
whatever Church the faithful Gosyer Miniſters preach, nu- 
merous and crouded Congregations attend. Now is not this a 
ftrange Way of drawing People from the Church, and cauſing | 
Schiſm :; | 78 | 


« But 


 ® {learned Man of our Church, Mr. Hales of Eton, was wont to ſay, 
Schiſm and Hereſy are Theological Scarecrows, that i, they are too fre- 
' quently made uſe of to terrify People without a Cauſe, See that noble 
hampion for the Doctrines of the Church of England, Dr. Edwards, in 
his Preface to his excellent Book the Preacher, Part 2. 


„ 
e But then, who are thoſe that follow them? Why, 1 per · 
haps many o your Pariſhioners go to hear them. Ay, that is 
* «, they draw People away from their own Pariſh Churches.“ 
Do they ſo? Why really, Ar. Parfen, Truth is a very deſireable 
Thing, and never more ſo, than when Religion | is concerned. 
| Now the Caſc is plainly this: When a Perſon is not content 
0 take up his Religion upon Truſt, but reads with Attention 
and Diſcernment the Word of God, compares the Doctrines 
ot our Church, with the Bible, and obſerves the great and funda. 
mental Truths therein contained, either not preached at all in 
bis (wn Pariſh Church, or, what is worſe, openly inveighed 


againſt, den ed, and exploded: Such as the Doctrines af os. 2 


ginal Sin, the Inſufficiency of Works to juſtify the Sinner, the 
Mierits and Righteouſneſs of the Lord Jeſus, and Juſtification 
through the ſame by Faich; the Neceſſuy of inward Holineſs 
and Sanctification by the Holy Spirit, Sc. I ſay, when a Perſon 


dees the Weight and Importance of theſe ſacred Scripture Truths, 


it is the very Delight of his Soul to hear them preached; he 
abides by the NoArines of the Church of England, not by Pro- 
feflion merely, but through Principle ch:gffy. And 'tis eaſy to be 
ee for, that he takes ſome Pains to follow the Voice of 

e Church, and to attend the Sound of her Doctrines at other 

hurches; and even thinks it an nn he can't hear 
them preached at his own Pariſh Church. 
Now De#ter, you ſay 'tis wrong, and you blame People for ; 
gambling away from their own Pariſh- Churches; but is it not 
worſe in you to forſake your own Church Doctrines? Tis true, 
there are many who forſake the Stone Walls and Buildings of 
their Pariſh Churches; but why ? For this very Reaſon, be- 
cauſe their own Pariſh Prieſts have departed from the Truths of 
the Goſpel, and the conſtituent Principles and eſtabliſhed Doc- 
wines of our Articles, Homilies and Liturgy, And pray now, 
who is in the Fault? Not thoſe Miniſters who preach the Doc- 
trines of the Church of England, nor thoſe who are ſo attached 
ta the ſame as to follow them; but thoſe who drive them away 
from their own Pariſh Churches, by preaching contrary 
to the venerable Scripture Truths, and cannot be content with 


the al of their Moyers the Doctrines pf the E 


. 
mation, but muſt broach ſome new fangled Fenets, and preach 
only the poor, dry, unavailing Syſtem of Heatheniſh Morality, 
inſtead of the, lively, animating, powerful, truly-moralizing 
Truths of the Goſpel, ; 9 bf 

Therefore let Clericus, and his Brethren, who are ſo often ha- 
ranguing again S:hiſm and Separation know, that the Schi/m te- 
verberates, and the Charge of Separation recoils back upon them 
| ſelves, while they are guilty of Schiſm in Doctrine, and cauſe 
_ Diviſions in the Church by ſeparating from the precious Truths, 
the avowed Tencts of our excellent Eſtabliſhment. Say, are 
theſe Friends to the Church? rather are they not its greateſt 
Enemies? Yes, *tis from ſuch as thefe the Church is in Danger, 
notwithſtanding their pretended Zeal for the Church.+ 1 
But there is one Expedient, which from my hearty Zeal for 
our Church, and warm Affection to the Clergy, I would humbly. 
recommend to them (O that they may be influenced to put it in 
Practice!) It is this, to preach conſtantly, maintain ſteadily, 
inculcate fervently, the eſtabliſhed Loctrines of our Church, 
the glorious Truths of the Reformation. Now, who would 
think there could be any Objection againſt this Method? Nay, 
there can be none; and I am ſure it will be practiſed by thoſe 
who really believe their Bibles, and have ſo much Conſcience as 
to think ſolemn Promiſes, Oaths, and Subſcriptions, are binding 
and obligatory upon them. 5 


0 


+ Of fach Miniſters that judicious Divine before mentioned, Dr. Ed- 
| wards, thus aurites in his Preacher, Part 2. Page 155. © I known 
* there is à great Cry among ſome Men of late, that the Church is in 
Danger, that it is falling, that it's Ruin and . pes are ap- 
* proaching, And I jay fo toe; but not as theſe Min underſtand it : 
« My Meaning is, that our Church is in great Jecfasdy by Reaſon FA 
* the preſent Degeneracy in Doctrines. The orthodox Faith of the 
% Church of England is dijreliſhed, it's legally eſiabliſped Articles aft 
« diliſſed, our old Engliſh Divinity is rejected, and all our ola Epiſcos 
fal Divines are dijregarded. But thole very Men wvho make that 
« Outcry about the Church's falling, are the Authors of this Ręjection 
« and this Diſregard. THEY ARE THR MEN that renounce the Ar- 
ticles and Determinations of our Church, and thereby jhe is apparently | 
endangered, and her Ruin ſerms not to be far off But in the Senſe thas 
e they. mean it, (if they have any ra it is a falje Alarm, and a 
« eroundleſt Fear, and the Danger which they talk of is imaginar 7. 
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To #1 ©. 
0 may che Lord of the Harveſt increaſe the Number of ſuch 
faithful, conſcientious Labourers!- for from ſuch a Practice, what 


bleſſed Effects would follow ? Ignorant Profeſſo s would be in- 


ſtructed in the ſaving Doctrines of tht Goſpel ; the true Members 
of dur Church would be eſtabliſhed in the Truth as it is in Feſus ; 
preſerved from being miſled by Error, and perverted by Deluſion 


g = glorious Spirit of Reformation would ſoon overſpread our Land, 
the Practice of Morality and good Works would abound, and 


dur Church would then be the Glory of the whole Earth. 
O happy Period! A Time how much to be deſired! May 
1 the God of Truth and Power haſten it for his Mercy's Sake. 
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